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You know as well as I do that we are hur-
tling toward the 21st century into a world
that none of us can fully perceive. But we
have to imagine what we want it to be like.
We want it to be a world in which the old
rules that you grew up believing in apply in
a new and more exciting age, in which, if
you don’t have job security, you at least have
employment security; in which the Govern-
ment puts the people first, and in which peo-
ple have security in their homes, on their
streets, in their education benefits, in their
health care benefits so that they are capable
of seizing these changes and making life rich-
er and more different and more exciting than
it has ever been.

That is the great challenge before us. And
if we don’t adopt the health care reform, we
won’t get there. If we do, it will open the
way to the most incredible unleashing of
American energy that we have seen in more
than a generation. Together we can do it,
and I need your help.

Thank you very much, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in the
Grand Ballroom of the San Francisco Hilton
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Albert
Shanker, president, American Federation of
Teachers.

Exchange With Reporters in
San Francisco
October 4, 1993

Russia
Q. Did Yeltsin have a choice in using force

in Moscow?
The President. I doubt it. Once they were

armed, they were using their arms, they were
hurting people. I just don’t see that they had
anyplace—he had those police officers in-
structed not to use force, and in fact, de-
ployed in such a way that they couldn’t effec-
tively use force, and they were routed. I don’t
see that he had any choice at all.

Q. Does this taint the move toward de-
mocracy in Russia?

The President. No. I think, first of all,
as I said today in my remarks, clearly, he
bent over backwards to avoid doing this. And
I think he may even wonder whether he let
it go too far. But I think as long as his com-

mitment is clear, to get a new constitution,
to have new legislative elections, and have
a new election for the Presidency, so he puts
himself on the election block again, I don’t
think it does taint it.

Somalia

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. The only thing that I have

authorized so far—and I want to say I’ll be
doing a lot more work on this today, later
today, when I’ve got some time set aside to
go back to work on it—the only thing I have
done so far is to authorize the rangers that
are there who are wounded or exhausted or
done more than their fair share to be re-
placed, to roll over that group and then to
send some more people there with some ar-
mored support so that we can have some
more protection on the ground for our peo-
ple. None of this happened when we had
28,000 people there. And even though there
are lots of U.N. forces there, not all of them
are able to do what our forces did before.
So I’m just not satisfied that the folks that
are there now have the protection they need.
So all I’ve authorized is a modest increase
to provide armored support, to provide great-
er protection for the people over there trying
to do their job.

This is not to signify some huge new com-
mitment or offensive at this time, but I’m
just not satisfied that the American soldiers
that are there have the protection they need
under present circumstances. So I’ve author-
ized, after consultation with the Secretary of
Defense, a modest increase to get some more
armored protection for them.

Q. Were any American soldiers taken hos-
tage or taken captive by Aideed’s forces?

The President. It is possible, and if it hap-
pened, we want there to be a very clear warn-
ing that those young soldiers who are there
legally under international law, on behalf of
the United Nations, and they are to be treat-
ed according to the rules of international law,
which means not only no torture and no beat-
ing, but they’re to have food and shelter and
medical attention. They’re to be treated in
a proper way. And the United States will take
a very firm view of anything that happens

VerDate 01-JUN-98 13:19 Jun 02, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00042 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P40OC4.005 INET01 PsN: INET01



1993Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Oct. 4

to the contrary. It is a very big issue. We’ll
probably have more to say about that later
in the day.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately
12:34 p.m. at the San Francisco Hilton. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Remarks to the Community and
an Exchange With Reporters in
San Francisco
October 4, 1993

The President. Thank you very much, la-
dies and gentlemen. It’s wonderful to see all
of you here. I thank you for coming. I want
to apologize for our lateness, but I have, as
you might imagine, had to spend a little extra
time this morning on events around the
world which have required me to be on the
phone, and it pushed our schedule back a
little bit. I thank you all for waiting.

I’d like to particularly acknowledge in the
crowd today, once again, at the beginning,
the Secretary of Energy, Hazel O’Leary, who
has done a lot of work on the project that
we’re here to announce. I see Congress-
woman Pelosi, Congresswoman Anna Eshoo,
Congressman Tom Lantos here. The Mayor
of Oakland, Elihu Harris, and I know Speak-
er Brown was here. He may have had to
leave. Is he still here?

I want to thank, too, some Members of
Congress who are not here who worked very
hard on this issue: Senator Boxer and Senator
Feinstein and Congressman Dellums and
Congressman Stark. The president of Stan-
ford is here, Gerhard Caspar; the slide direc-
tor, Burt Richter; and the Stanford chairman
of the board of trustees, John Freidenrich.
And the Cypress Freeway area council mem-
ber, Natalie Baten, is here. And there are
others here, but I wanted to acknowledge
them because they will be affected by some
or all of what I have to say today.

I spent a lot of time in California during
the Presidential campaign, and I said, if
elected, I would come back and that I would
remember what I saw and what I learned.
This is my sixth trip to California as Presi-
dent, and around those visits many members
of my administration have come here. Today,

along with the Secretary of Energy, the Sec-
retary of Labor, Bob Reich, is also here.

We have tried to work together in what
has been an unprecedented effort, coordi-
nated by the Secretary of Commerce, Ron
Brown, to develop a strategy to revitalize the
California economy. We have tried to con-
tinue to study what the problems are and
what the opportunities are, given the difficul-
ties of the Federal budget. We can’t under-
estimate the problems of this State. Its un-
employment rate is about 3 percent above
the national average. About 25 percent of the
total unemployed people in America are in
this State, even though the State only has
12 percent of the Nation’s population.

Many of the people who are out of work
in California are people who helped to build
the economic engine of America, people who
worked in high-tech industries, people who
worked in defense industries, people with
very high levels of skills and major contribu-
tions to make to our future.

It is clear to me that the economy of this
Nation cannot recover unless the economy
of this State recovers. And it is also clear to
me that if what we are doing here works,
it will really change the nature of what a
President’s job is, because it is perfectly clear
that as we move into the 21st century, the
sweeping global economic changes which
will affect our country will over time affect
one area more than another, inevitably. That
has clearly been the case for the last 15 years.
So that what we try to do today for California
is what me may be doing tomorrow for the
New England region, or for the South where
I grew up, or for the Midwest. We are going
to have to focus on the fact that not every
set of economic changes will affect every part
of this country equally.

And that is what we have tried to do. Just
in the last 7 months, we’ve worked on getting
more infrastructure money to southern Cali-
fornia. The biggest infrastructure announce-
ment that has been made so far in this admin-
istration was around $1 billion for a project
in the Los Angeles area.

We have worked very hard on trying to
change the tax laws in the way that will bene-
fit all of America but will especially benefit
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